
January 11, 2024

We Call on Sen. Daines to Meet Honestly, Openly, and
Publicly With Montanans to Discuss our Concerns with his

Bill S. 2216

Sen. Daines,

Just 6% of Montanans support removing protections from wilderness study areas.
Despite this fact, you have continued to champion S. 2216, legislation that would strip
longstanding protection from over 100,000 acres of the Middle Fork Judith, Hoodoo, and Wales
Creek wilderness study areas.

While you have been pushing made-in-Washington legislation, you've ignored existing
on-the-ground efforts to come up with common-sense solutions for the future of
wilderness study areas. And while you have paid lip service to the importance of locally driven
solutions, you've ignored locals’ hard work, preferring to listen to a small sliver of special interest
groups.

In 2017, the Montana State Legislature produced a report calling for locally driven processes to
shape the future of wilderness study areas, informed by public testimony from recreationists,
timber industry representatives, conservationists, and other stakeholders. During the process,
legislators repeatedly expressed a desire for Montana’s congressional delegation to support a
collaborative approach to determining the future of WSAs.

You promised in writing “to respect the state Legislature’s findings.”

You have not.

Sen. Daines, for too long you have avoided our input, pushing bills that we don't want. We
cannot support S. 2216 in its current state, and we call on you to meet publicly with
Montanans to hear our concerns with his made-in-Washington bill.

It's time to meet openly, publicly, and honestly with Montanans and work with us to determine
the future of our wilderness study areas.

Sincerely,

The undersigned, your concerned constituents
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